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“Artist Paints Ridgefield one flower at a time” 
Story by John Pirro, Staff Writer; Photo by Carol Kaliff, Staff Photographer
Noelle Carr tends to focus on one thing at a time. 

Where some people see entire gardens, she sees individual flowers.  In a sky filled with clouds, she sees only one.  Where others view a vast expanse of water, Carr notices a single reflection, or the marks that a wave has left upon the sand.

So when Carr paints, or more precisely, photographs a scene that she intends to paint, she does pretty much the same thing.

The basement studio of the Midrocks Road home Carr shares with her husband, Richard, and their children – Evelyn, 5 and Vincent, 2 – is filled with pictures of single flowers that she used as models for her latest series of paintings, works that will be on display at the Ridgefield Library as part of the town’s 300th anniversary celebration.

“I’m always inspired by things in nature,” said Carr, who has been drawing all her life and gave up a job as director of photography for World Wrestling Entertainment two years ago to devote more attention to her family and art.

Carr, a 1993 graduate of SUNY Purchase, grew up in the White Plains area and has been interested in art all her life.

“I started drawing cartoons as a child, and I carried my sketchbook everywhere,” she said.

An aunt was an amateur painter, and her parents made sure Carr and her siblings were exposed to the arts, frequently taking them to museums and galleries in New York City.

In high school, she began thinking about art as career, but after starting college as an art major she became interested in art history and decided she would like to eventually work as a museum curator.

After college, Carr got a job at The Museum of Modern Art in New York City, working in the photo archives department.  After two years there, she went to work at PaceWildenstein, a major New York gallery, where she was director of the photo archives.

In 1998, she was hired by the wrestling federation for a job that involved scheduling and directing photo shoots involving the sports biggest stars.  But the demands of working full time and taking care of her children left little time for painting.

“As soon I’d get a little momentum, I’d have to stop,” she said.

In 2006 she quit her job and was almost immediately overtaken by a desire to paint flowers.

A couple of neighbors have “really pretty” flower gardens, so she started there.  Then she began going to Ballard Park, and eventually people all around town were telling her about their gardens and inviting her to see them.

“I took hundreds and hundreds of photos, and I painted all winter long,” she said.

Her exhibition, “Flowers of Ridgefield,” will be at the library until May 9.

